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io my Obſervations on the Affait᷑ of 

Trade in the laſt Review, and that 
the — one Part of is ſhall ſuffer 
by the r on Account of Trade by the 
Interval of April, deſerves a more ſerious 
Remark. 

But let me tell you, Gentlemen, when I 
come to examine this Matter ſeriouſly, 
there will appear more Diſadrantage on 
jour. ſide, than when I was in jeſt with you; 


Pam you may think I was too light 


as I think tis much beſs Di for a 
Man to be a Fool than a Knave. 
And tho' the Co be ſevere, 1 


cannot go from it, it is ſo juſt and ſo much 
to the Purpoſe z I ſhall therefore ſtate the 
CaCz plainly, and 7 bope fairly, fo as Poſte- 
ricy may underftand me and they that 
4a nothing of the Caſe before, may come 
a right Information of the Debate. 


The Grievance in ſhot is, That upon the 
Union, Scotland having a free Trade with 
France, was full of French Goods, and there 
deing a long Interval between the Conclh- 
ſtog of the Treaty and the 1ſt. of May, on 
which Day the Union was to take Place, 
the Merchants crowded yet larger Quanti- 
ties of French Goods into Scotland, in Pro- 
ſpe of a free Admiſhon of thoſe Goods in- 
to aſter the Union, u the Foot 


of the 4th Article of the Treaty, Viz. That 


tbere ſboul4 be « free — or Communi- 
cation of Trade between the Nations. 

Now had this been only what Scotland 
could bave done upon its own Stock, and in 
the common Courſe of Trade there, ſay the 
Odectors, we ſhould not have complain'd 
upon any Score whatever; but the Engliſh 
Merchants finding thiszGapof Trade lie open, 
hare pout'd in their Stocks into Eh” 
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by a moſt prodipicuz Flux of French Goods 
from thence, have undone all the fair Tra- 
ders by claadeftine Trade, and the Grie- 
vance is too great to be born: For theſe 
Goods being brought to Scotland, where the 
Duties are Imall, and not above one fifth, 
and in ſome Caſes not above one 8th Part of 
what they were in England; by Vercue of the 
aforeſaid free Communication orIntercourſe, 
they muſt be admitted, and thereby the 
whole Cuſtoms would be gaia'd by them. 

This, I think, is a right State of the 
Caſe, and as brief as I can lay it down; and 
it remains to aalwer, 

Firft, The Grievance. 

And Secondly, Why it is not remedy'd, 

And here *cis aiſo neceſſary to premile too 
the Parliamentary Hiſtory of this Matter, 
(viz.) That the Merchants in London, tra- 
ding in Wine and Brandy, mov'd the Parlia- 
ment, that an Act might be paſs'd to pre- 
vent this Miſchief; and that the French 
Goods, ſo prohibited in England, might be 
prohibited coming from Scotland allo, or at 
leaſt pay the high Duties payable in Eng- 
land. 

When this came before the Parliament, 
of Conſequence it brought the 4th Ar- 
ticle of the Union upon the Stage, and 
the apparent Privilege ef free Commerce 
appearing to be the undoubted Right of the 
Scots by the Stipulation of the Treaty, it be- 
came a Difficulty; few could reſolve, how 
the Evil could be prevented, and the Trea - 
ty not be concernd. 

I ſhall not be too forward in naming 
Names, nor examine What and why ia the 
H of C s 3 but without Doors it was 


willing to prevent the Impoſitions up- 
on Trade, if poſſible, but retain'd a ſolemn 
Veneration for the Honour of the Treaty, 
and theſe found out a Medium, viz. To cx- 
cept the proper G, of the Subjects of 
Scotland. 

This, tho' it was liable to great Excep. 
tions, was ſome Satisfaction to the Peopl: 
in Scotland, that they were taken care ol iu 
England, and that the Uvion was juſtly e- 
ſteem'd ſacred ia the Parliament of Eng · 
land: But to me this had one Signitication 
ſuperiour to all that, viz. That it was a 
dire Ackno aledgu. ent, that the ftopping 
theſe Goods in general would be an evident 
Infradt ion of the Treaty. 

Under theſe Cautions, and encumbe: d 
with various Reflections on every hand, 
the Bill paſs'd the Houſe of Commons, bur 
was thrown out of the Houſe of Lords; 


— Lordſhips being fo tender in the C. ſe 
Treaty, that they thought England 


r to ſuffer all the other Inconve- 
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s 05 Tear than but to tread on the 
figes of the Unjon, or give the leaft 
Shadow of Diſcontent on the Part of Scot- 


land. 

Her Majeſty howeyer, that if poſſible 
Juſtice might be dose on both ſides, gives 
the Parliament a ſhort Prorogation, that 
they might have Room to try, it they could 
ſolve this Point, and bring all ſides to a 
Square. 

The Encouragement ſome took from this, 
to renew, and indeed encreafe the Clamours 
rais'd before about French Goods, their in- 
vidious but ridiculous Kepreſentation of the 
vaſt Quantities of thus lodg'd in 


apparent, one Sort of People were for ha Sr, and the Number of Petitioners, 1 


ving the Prohibition general and indefinite; 
and as for the Treaty they did not trouble 
their Heads with it; the Faith, Honour and 
Intereſt of England weigh'd nothing with 
them in Competition with the Caſe in hand; 
aud theſe clamour'd of ruining fair Traders, 
ſinking the Revenue of the Cuſtoms, and 
by Confequence the Funds thoſe Cuftoms 
were appropriated to make good, and the 
like popular Arguments, improving theſe 
things to a wonderful Heigh-. 

A ſecond Sort of Gentlemen, with more 
Judgmeat and Prudence than theſe, were 


need not repeat here; but that they en- 
deavout d as it were to hurry the A of Cs 
into the Matter, they ply'd the Deors of 
the Houſe with contioual Cries and clamo- 
rous Solicitations, with the Noiſe of being 
ruin'd and undone, taking Advantage of a 
thin Houſe, not above 80 Members being 
in Town, and with all chis, what did chey 
obtain, truly nothing, bur the ſame Bill, with 
a few ſmall Differences, as they got before. 
And here I muft note two things happen'd- 

1. The End of ſome Gentlemen was ex- 
ceedingly diſappointed in this, 194 — 
ve 


bare brought the # of C- by their Cla- 
mours and popular Arguments,to have paſs'd 
the Bill indefinitely without the Amend- 
ment in Favour ot Scotland, which if they 
had obtain'd, ad / am loth 10 ſay bow near 
they thoughbs they were 10 their Mark, would 
have anſwer'd a Politick End, whether it 
had anſwer'd a Trading End or no ? 
This was, that they would immediately 
have indicted the whole People of England 
of breakirg the Treaty, and tho' it mighc 
have been thrown out in the A of Ls, 
it would nevertheleſs have anſwer'd their 
Ead well enough, and ſupported their 
Thread-bare Tbeſis, that the Treaty is at 
the Mercy of future Parliaments. 

To clear up this Macter, 1 muſt note, 
That the Mortification, they have receiv'd 
on that Head, is particular; ſince even with 
all the Advantages they took the Houſe at, 
they were check t here, and the” i 
remarkable, vi. That the At 
in Favour of Scotland was not made” 
Houſe in Point of Honour to the 
ly, but the Nature of the 
by a direct Neceflity, vn 
COULD NOT do it. 

And tho' this is a great Word to ſay of a 
Houſe of Commons, who, we ſay ſometimes 
in a Proverbial Senſe, can do any thing ; 

et tis juſt to ſay here they could not do it; 

r, as I noted elſewhere, a Parliament may 
be properly ſaid not to be able to do, what 
they cannot legally do. 

Now they could not in this Senſe do any 
thing to iufringe the Treaty, and therefore 
they could not reftrain the tree Intercourſe 
of Trade without Tax or Cuſtoms, and with 
equal Prohibitions. 

If they had offer'd at this, the previous 
Queſtion ſhould have been put, whether it 
interfered with the Union or no ? And if it 
— maſt firſt have brought in a Bill to 
repeal the AR of Ratification, and remitted 
Scoiland again to its independent State. 

Upon this gt, 1 oy, it was not that 
upon meer — Juftice or Conſide- 
ration to Scorfayd he Amendment came into 
Confideration, but the very Nature of the 
thing, the Neceſſity of common ing 
brought it in, the Bill could not have gone 
on without it ; and that Neceflity over- 
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threw the whole Scheme of thoſe Geatle- 
men's Politicks, who hop'd to bring ſome- 
thing upon the Wheel, tha: ſhould connter- 
work the whole Union, and ſet us toge het 
by the Ears again, in all Manner of Confutions 
and Diſorder. 

But let us go on with the Hiftorical Part, 
this is the fit ſt Attempt made on the Union; 
may al that ſucceed it, proſper like it, and 
all the People that offer to invade the future 
Tranquility of Britain, live to be diſappoint- 
ed: The Bill has twice been thrown out by 
the Lords; and the Care the Government 
and the Houſe of Lords have taken to keep 
the Unien ſacred, and to prevent the Ad- 
vantages that might be taken againſt us on 
that Account, is never to be forgotten. 

I know, there are Opportunities taken on 
all Hands to leſſen the Reputation of this 
thing, but [ think I may venture to ſay, the 
Government could have no Reaſon for re- 
jAing a Bill, which in its other Parts had 
ſo many Advantages, and which was really 
ſo much wanted in England ; but becaufe 
the ſacred Regard they had to the Treaty 
of Union, would not permit them ſo much 
as to tread near the Brink of it, or do the 
leaſt thing that might tend to give an Un- 
eafineſs, give the Shadow of an Objection, 
or open the Mouths of the moſt partial in 
the World to charge them with it. 

I with thoſe Gentlemen in $c0rlarnd, who 
have ſo often talk'd of the Ruin of theic 
Intereſt by the Superiority of the Britiſb 
Parliament, would conſider impartially the 
juſt and early Concern her Majeſty and 
the Parliament have hereby expreſs'd, even 
before they come to be Britiſh, tor che Inte» 
reſt of North Britain, and that they would 
ſtate a little the large Indentures the 
Want of that Act will make in the publick 
Revenuey what Frauds in the Drawbacks 
and Debentures will be committed? Things 
all the World acknowledge to be open and 
barefac'd Cheats, and lec them from theace 
ſtate the true Value put by Englard upon 
the Union. 

I ſhall in my next take a litile Pains to 
open the Caſe of the Drawbacks on Goods 
exported by Certificate, and the open 
Frauds which are in hand there, which will 


